
               
 
 
December 15, 2009                             
For immediate release               
 
Media Contacts:  Florian  +45 50 10 29 67, florian@avaaz.org. Alice +45 52 73 04 67, aliceww@avaaz.org     

 
FOSSIL AWARDS DAY 8 

US 1st AND 3rd FOR BLOCKING 'BUNKER FINANCE' AND SINKING REDD 
LEAKED DOCUMENTS SECURE 2nd PLACE FOR CANADA  

 
3rd: USA and Colombia 2nd:Canada  1st: USA 

 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark--The USA dominated the scoreboard of the mock "Fossil of the Day Awards" 
presented by NGO's to the country or countries doing the most to obstruct progress in the global climate talks.  
 
After staying clean for the whole of week one at the UN climate talks in Copenhagen, America took home first 
prize for the second day in a row, this time for being the only developed country to oppose 'bunker fuel' tax. The 
tax on aviation and shipping would not only cut dangerous emissions but would also raise money to help poor 
countries adapt to and mitigate the effects of climate change.  
 
Second place went to Canada for lying to Canadians, to negotiators and to the rest of the world. Leaked Cabinet 
documents from Environment Minister, Jim Prentice, show that Canada has absolutely no intention of meeting 
its 2020 target. The USA and Colombia took joint third for throwing REDD talks into reverse gear making the 
mechanism for compensating countries for reducing emissions from deforestation harder to reach.  
 
The Fossil of the Day Awards are chosen by a daily vote of the Climate Action Network-International, a global 
coalition of over 450 non-governmental organisations, and presented daily at 6pm at an award ceremony hosted 
by Ben Wikler of Avaaz.org. Announcing the award winners today tuxedo-clad Wikler of Avaaz said: 
 
THIRD: US and Colombia 
Colombia and the United States received the 3rd place Fossil of the Day award for moving the process backwards on the 
REDD text. Instead of deleting and merging text, Colombia and the US added and divided text. In the space of one evening, 
they expanded a 3 page text on REDD to a 7 page text, which led to a chain reaction of text edits and expansion, preventing 
the text from reaching ministers. Overall, there was a softening in the text--a big step backwards for what has been, up to 
now, a fairly positive process on REDD at COP15. While we want to get this car into gear, reverse wasn’t the gear we were 
thinking of. 
 
SECOND: Canada 
For lying to Canadians, to negotiators and to the rest of the world, Canada is awarded a 2nd place Fossil of the Day award. 
Leaked Cabinet documents from Canada’s Environment Minister, Jim Prentice, show that Canada has absolutely no 
intention of meeting its 2020 target. Instead, the government plans to fry Canadians and the planet by letting oil and gas 
emissions rise another 37% above current levels by 2020. The leaked plan is three times softer on big polluters like the tar 
sands than the government’s last kid-gloves approach. Canada's promise of an absolute reduction of 3% below 1990 levels 
– so often repeated to negotiators here – has been revealed as an outright lie. 
 
Canada has seldom filled us with hope at these climate talks, but even we expected better than this pathetic deception. It’s 
time to start writing climate policy for Canadians and the world, not for the tar sands.  
 
FIRST: United States 
After staying clean during all of last week, The United States took home another first place Fossil of the Day Award today. 
This one is for being the only industrialized country to block 'bunker finance' -- the idea that you could pass measures that 
cut emissions from international aviation and shipping ('bunker fuels', in the UN jargon), and in doing so raise revenues to 
fund adaptation and mitigation in developing countries. 
 
It's hard to see what's not to like in this idea -- you tackle the fastest-growing sources of emissions, and turn them into money 
to help poor countries in the fight against climate change. Over the last few months, every other industrialised country, even 
Canada, has come around to the idea. It's high time the US put some long-term finance on the table, and this is one 
blindingly obvious way of doing so. 
 
The Climate Action Network (CAN), a coalition of over 450 NGOs worldwide dedicated to limiting climate change to sustainable levels, 
regularly judges and presents three 'Fossil of The Day' awards to the countries who perform the worst during the past day’s negotiations 
at UN climate change conferences. The Fossil-of-the-Day awards were first presented at the climate talks in 1999, also in Bonn, initiated 
by the German NGO Forum. For more on the Fossils: www.fossiloftheday.com 


